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NOTE. 

Sidney Lanier and Anglo-Saxon Verse-Technic. 

(Citations from Grein-Wulcker's Beowulf.) 

When Tennyson pointed out to Hallam those portions of 
Henry VIII which a later, accurate scholarship agreed with him 
in ascribing to Fletcher, he was guided by no rules for metrical 
tests, but was led to his conclusions simply by his natural ear for 
melody, which immediately perceived the difference of cadence. 
Similarly, when Sidney Lanier, in his lectures on poetry at the 
Johns Hopkins University, laid down the fundamental principles 
of A.S. versification, he was chiefly indebted for his perception of 
the truth to the delicate rhythmical sense of a poet and an accom- 
plished musician. Such testimony is not to be lightly disregarded ; 
and the results of a scholarship which rejects Lanier's theories of 
English versification are to be accepted only after a most searching 
inquiry into the basis upon which they rest. 

The 5-type theory of A.S. metre (Sievers, Altgerm. Metrik) 
denies the fundamental principles of versification as enunciated 
by Lanier. It asserts that A.S. verse consists of some rising and 
some falling feet, in irregular succession; it maintains that A.S. 
verse is without iakt, that it consists of some verses of four 
members (feet?) and some of five, and that in arbitrary order. 
In other words, it claims that A.S. verse is not verse at all, but 
mere prose, and attempts to evade the issue by inventing a 
monstrous thing, called a Sprechvers, which, in some mysterious 
way, is verse at the same time that it has all the marks of prose. 
The ingenious and convincing argument of H. MoUer (Zur Alt- 
hochdeutschen Alliterationspoesie, 146 et seq.) against the 
Sprechvers proves even more than is necessary; for it suffices 
simply to say that there is no verse, spoken, declaimed, or sung, 
which can dispense with takt. This is what makes verse verse ; 
the lack of this makes prose. 

Sievers and those who follow him certainly perceive certain 
remarkably consistent, typical metrical series in the A.S. normal 
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line. No one can deny the existence of those curious D and E 
types ; no one can overlook the (practically) uniform anacrusis in 
the B and C types.' And yet, on the other hand, it is vain to 
attempt to deny the existence of half-lines of only three syllables 
(M. Rieger, Alts, und Ags. Verskunst, 47 et seq.) ; it is useless 
to try to shut one's eyes to the fact that a short syllable can stand 
in the thesis as well as a long one ; it is impossible to force all 
hemistichs to conform to the types, stretch them and twist them 
as we may. 

Should the perception of these remarkable metrical series lead 
us to adopt a theory which is self-destructive ? Must these typical 
metrical series be made the basis of the existent A.S. verse- 
technic ? I believe it is unnecessary ; I think these types can be 
nothing more than fossil remains ; they point us to the past and 
past conditions, and are of value only as they shed light upon the 
historical development of A.S. metre. 

Let it be frankly admitted that we have made a false start in 
the investigation of A.S. versification. Let us return to the rock- 
foundation of Lanier, and, applying the more accurate knowledge 
of more accurate scholarship to the elaboration of his intuitively 
perceived truth, we may arrive at really fruitful results in our 
investigations. I defend the following theses : 

1. First and foremost, the secondary accent, as such, has no 
part to play in A.S. metre. 

2. The rhythmic accent marks the recurrence of equal time- 
intervals. 

3. The anacrusis belongs metrically to the arsis of the preceding 
foot. 

4. The A.S. foot contains three moras. 

5. A short syllable may stand in the thesis, and fill two moras, 
if necessary. 

6. All Germanic metre is based upon time. Accordingly, we 
should read (and I have no doubt that even the adherents of the 
theory of Sievers do actually read) as follows : 

XX ^r>^X X -^r^X 

Hwset ! we || Gar-ZJena in || ^earrfiagum 

j-r)<:xx ^ XXX XX 
//^eodcyninga ^^rym gefrunon hu tha 

'But, Tky% dogor 1395, Aea /4ealle 1926, faad irunecg 1546, jecg betsta 1759. 
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^X^X -=-X><X XX 
irthelingas dlen fremedon oft 

^r^X •'X^X 

5Vyld 3<refing .yteathenthreatum 

><XX ^_ X XXXXXj-r 

wonegum wffigthum /weodosetla ofteah 

XXXX X X^X^ r 
tfgsode eor\, syththan || ^rest wearth 

•'X XX XX ><XX-'r 

ygasceaftyunden ; he thses ||yr6fre gebad, 

>^XX^X >< XX ^ XX 

weox under a/olcnum, Ji'eorthmyndum thah oth thaet him 

■^r ic, XX ^r)^ XXXX 
5ghwylc thara ||_ymbsittendra ofer 

^ r-=-X ^ X ^ X 
^ronrade Ayran scolde, 

^ X X X XX ^ rx X X 

^omban ^Idan : thaet wses ||^6d cyning ! thsem 

etc., etc. 

Where X = one mora ; ^ = two moras ; X X = two or more 
syllables slurred to fill one mora ; r = pause of one mora. 

It should be added that the accent must fall on a long syllable 
in the D and C types, for the reason that one syllable with pause 
here fills three moras, and, the pause being hardly distinguishable 
from further lengthening of the syllable, a short syllable would 
be stretched too much in this position. Cf., however, 

^rX X XX -^ X -^ X 

swylce II gigantas tha with || gode wunnon. 

The reader perceives that our theory does not exclude half- 
lines of two syllables (considering the anacrusis as belonging to 
the preceding hemistich), and there is room for such unusual 
half-lines as : Him thaes || /Iffrea 16. 1934, hat || fn gan 386. 1644, 
tha git on || jfind r^on 512. 539, thaet he me on jj^ean slea 681, 
theah the he || r6f sie 682. 1831. 2649, on l|yi6t teon 1036, swa hy 
nSfre II »2d,n lyhth 1048, swa he no ||^t deth 1058. 1134. 2859, 
and on II ^ffil don 1116. 1172. 1534. 2166, on ||yi6tt gcbth 2034. 
2054, without feeling the necessity to justify them by any theory 
of Auflosung (see MoUer on this point, p. no), — which, carried 
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to its logical conclusion, would permit the reconstruction ot 
Germanic inflexional endings, and their employment in the metre, 
— or in any other way, save by saying that they can be read so as 
to show the takt So much the less, therefore, are we disturbed 
by finding such hemistichs as : oth thset him || ^ghwylc 9, and || 
(/rcneas 112, no he thone ||^ifstdl 168, thone || iithfaet 202, 6th 
thaet ymb || antl'd 219, forthan bith || 4ndgit 1059, £er he thone || 
^r(indw6ng 1496. 2770, thaet he thone || ^reostwylm 1877, me 
thone II wselr«s 2101, syththan hyne || .flsethcyn 2437,' where 
there can be no talk of Auflosung. 

In conclusion I wish to say that this criticism of the theory of 
Sievers is oflfered with a deep sense of the inestimable benefits 
which our science owes to the profound erudition and the won- 
derful penetration of this distinguished savant ; and I feel impelled 
to take issue with his conclusions only from a profound conviction 
that, in so far as they are made to apply to actually existing 
conditions, they tend to lead scholars astray. The facts on which 
his theory is based, belong to a discussion of the development of 
the alliterating long line, upon which I am incompetent to enter.' 

Univbrsitt of Georgia, Oct. 23, 1899. JOHN MORRIS. 

'Other scansions possible in some of these. 

* I desire to announce that I have prepared, and will soon have published, a 
small book elaborating and illustrating the views here presented. 



